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Introduction to Pinyin

Pinyin is the Romanization of Chinese characters based on their pronunciation. In Mandarin Chinese, the phrase “Pin Yin” literally
translates into “spell sound.” That is to say, spelling out Chinese phrases with letters from the English alphabet.

Here’s an example:
Characters: =9
Pinyin: xué xt zhong wén

Historically, Pinyin started as a means of explaining Chinese to Western learners. It wasn’t until the Qing Dynasty that Chinese people
really started considering adopting a form of spelling in their writing system.

The Chinese government did not officially recognize this language form until the 1950s, when it became a project headed by Zhou
Youguang and a team of linguists. It was then introduced in elementary school in order to improve literacy rates as well as help
standardize the pronunciation of Chinese characters.

In the digital age, Pinyin has become exceedingly useful, as it is the most popular and common way to type out Chinese characters on a
typical keyboard. Touch-screen devices allow you to draw out the character, which is often unreliable (depending on how bad your
handwriting is) and more time consuming.

Here at TutorMandarin (www.tutormandarin.net) all ‘newbies’ start with pinyin first to give them a strong foundation in pronunciation,

speaking, reading, writing... well, just about everything!
The following 6 lessons are taken directly from our curriculum. This means 2 things:
1.) These are solid learning resources that can get you from “0-1” in terms of pinyin if studied thoroughly and correctly! Wahoo!

2.) These lessons are designed to be taught by a live, professional TutorMandarin tutor. Without a 1-on-1 tutor to assess your progress,
correct your tones, and teach the language in a personal way — results will never be as good.

Page 5 0f 78 www.tutormandarin.net TutorMandarin @


http://www.tutormandarin.net
http://www.tutormandarin.net

Ok, that’s it! Enjoy! Time to go learn pinyin!

Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!

Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?

Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)

Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)

Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)

Did you know?

TutorMandarin courses are designed around HSK standards. Passing a TutorMandarin course teaches you the same
vocabulary, phrases, and grammar for the HSK.
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Pinyin 1 -
“The essential five tones”

2N\ Warm Up

AdfREF, M o R AAT?

Ni hao, wo jiao . Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
B: &y o

W0 jiao

Introduction of the 5 tones of Chinese

Chinese is a tonal language. There are five tones in Chinese.

1 First tone - high tone
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Imagine the doctor wants you to open your mouth for inspection.

% ma mother

2 Second tone - rising tone

Imagine you just heard some very surprising news and you say, “WHAT”?!

£ ma numbing

3 Third tone - falling and rising tone
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Imagine you are hesitating to make decision and you say, “well...”

I ma horse

4 Fourth tone - falling tone

Imagine you harshly reject a rude request by saying “NO”!

(=12}

% ma to scold
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5 Fifth tone - neutral

Speak normal without any tones

% ma

)"
=

question particle for yes or no questions

v iEE AR Introduction of new phonetic
1.b B baba N. father
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Ba ba ba ba
bo b6 bo bo

bao bao bao bao

2.p

pa pa pa pa

pao pao pdo pao

po po6 po po

3. m

ma ma ma ma

mao mao mao mao

mo md mo mo
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4. f

fafafa fa

o.1

tatatata
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6. N BFEE nali  N. where

— / v N /
na na ni na RI‘\

MA‘

7.1 =B laosht  N. teacher

laldlala

leléléle

TutorMandarin @
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lao lao ldo lao

8.9 =7=f gége N. older brother

gao gao gdo gao

ge gé gé ge
9. k 18 shangke V. to have class
ka ka ki ka

TutorMandarin @
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ke ké ké ke

kao ko kdo kao

10. h 187K he shui VO. to drink water
ha ha hi ha
hé hé hé he

hao hao hao hao

PRAE 45 2] Pronunciation Drill

1. Pronunciation:
1) ma — mo
2)ta—te

3) mo — mu
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4) da — te

5) ldo — hao

2. Guess what combination the tutor is reading
1) da—dé

2) ma — mo

3)na—la

4) po — bo

5) mu — nu

3. Let the tutor guess what combination you are reading
1) mi — na

2) ha — he

3) mao — bao

4) gao — kao
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5) 8¢ —ké
6)1a—1¢

%}i%— Conversation 1

A RS FRMELPELF. IR A4 Z5?
Ni hdao. W¢ jiao Baodéhao. Ni jiao shénme mingzi?

Hello. My name is Bao déhdo. What’s your name?

B: fR%f. FmZRm.
Ni hdo. W@ jiao Li daké

Hello. My name is Li daké.

A BRBEN, REMREA?

W0 shi Taiwan rén, ni shi na guérén?
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I'm Taiwanese, which country are you from?

B: B E A, RESINRIR.
W0 shi Faguo rén, hén gaoxing rénshi ni.

I'm French, nice to meet you.

%214 Tongue Twister

{|E(el0RE

Bbbo de ma

Uncle’s horse.

EERRE
Baba de é

Father’s goose

et
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Ma pa tupo

The horse is climbing a muddy slope.

Lesson 1 Complete! Great job!

Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!

Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?

Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)

Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)
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Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)

Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)

Did you know?

TutorMandarin has daily updated “What’s On Articles” on its website with language learning tips, survival phrases,
conversations, and China news.
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Pinyin 2 -
“Basic Chinese phonetics 1”

2\ Warm up

2 2] Review
1) iE&H T

Please read these following words

ba — pa
ma — da
ha —ge
he —ke

2) & ba, ma, fa, da, pa iU

Please read ba / ma / fa / da / pa with four tones
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PRat & Classroom Phrases
1. EhE?

shi buishi ?

Yes orno ?

2. JE P

zéme shuo........ ?

How to say........ ?

PrEfiEE N iR Introduction of new phonetic
— Vi N one

YIylyiyl
bi bi bi bi

mi mi mi mi
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didididi

! A~ bu Adv not
wiu wi wi wu

ba bt bu bu

lulilulu

tatatuta

N fish

|
<
-

U
yiyl yt yu
14 11 14 T

— nii nii nii

N chicken

piey|
¥
=I

jrjiji
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qiqiqiqi

qu qu qu qu

x1 x1 xi xi

X1 X0 xu xu
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N

Vv

seven

to wash

N character
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7171 71 71
7a 74 74 7a
zl z4 zu zu

- 7 v \

Ze Ze Ze Z¢e

cicicici
ca—caca

cl cu cu cu

S1 si si si
sa — sa sa

st su — su
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zh 1= zhe Det this

zhi zhi zhi zhi
zha zh4 zha zha
zhu zha zhu zhu

zhe zhé zhé zhe

ch Z chi Vv to eat

chi chi chi chi
cha cha cha cha
che ché cheé che

chu ch chu chu

Zsha N book
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sh

shi shi shi shi
sha sh4 sha sha
she shé shé she

shu shi shu shu

e HErili N calendar

rnririn

reré ré re
Pag 25 3] Pronunciation Drill

1. BE%>]:
Pronunciation:

1) za——zha
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2) sd — sha

3) chi——ci
4) qi——]j1
5) xi——qi

2. TN A

Teacher guess what combination you are reading

1) zi — zhi
2) si—— shi
3) che ——cé
4) qi ——xi
5 J——d

%5 Zhongwénshuzi Chinese numbers
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1 2 34 56 78 9 10

yi ér san si wu liu qi ba jiu shi

XJ1E1 - Conversation 1

Amy: JX2J5ng? Fsha
Zhe shishu ma ?

Is this a book?
Tom: Aj&, XA&H.
Bshi, zhe shi rili.

No, this is a calendar.

HArih

3F1E2 - Conversation 2

Amy: FRANZEE, FRIEMIHE.
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W0 bu chi zaocan,wo he kafei.

I don’t eat breakfast, I drink coffee.

Tom: FAZHA, Tzt
W6 chi zdocan, wo chi yt.
I eat breakfast, I eat fish.

Lesson 2 Complete! Excellent!

Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!

Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?

Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)

Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)

Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)
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Did you know?

TutorMandarin uses certified Tutors from China, Taiwan, and all over the world. Every tutor has a degree in Teaching
Chinese as a Second Language and over 500 hours of real classroom experience.
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Pinyin 3 -
“Basic Chinese phonetics 2”

2\ Warm up

5 >] Review
iigizhi/ chi / shi/ ri 445 i

Please read zhi/ chi / shi/ ri with the four tones

et & Classroom Phrases

L ZUikf

Laoshi hao

Hello teacher

2. B E4f/W EYf
Zaoshanghdo/ Wanshanghao
Good morning/Goodnight

3. Fii—k
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Zai shuo yi ci
Repeat it once
4. JHia LR
Kaishi shangke

Start the class

FriEE MR Introduction of new phonetic

mai V to buy

E

ai

ai ai ai ai
bai bai bai bai
pai pai pai pai

dai dai dai dai
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el

bei — béi bei
pe€i péi — pei
lei 1éi 1€i 1ei

—— néi nei

ao

B+ baoziN bun

a0 40 a0 a0

lao l4o ldo lao
Nnao nao nao nao
ga0 — gao gao

kao — kao keo
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R rou N meat

ou

ou 6u O6u ou

gou — gou gou
kou — kou kou
dou — dou dou

tou — tou tou

an
an an — an
ban bin ban ban

zan zan zan zan

can can can can
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\" to help

i
O
DI
>
uQ

ang

ang ang ang
bang bang bang
tang tang tang tang

fang gang fang fang

en '] mén N door

en — én en
béen bén bén bén
men mén meén men

shén shéng shén shen

A X .
% léng Adj cold @
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eng

beng béng béng beng
meng méng méng meng leng 1éng léng leng

zheéng zhéng zhéng zheéng

er — er

er ér ér er

PRt 25 >] Pronunciation Drill

1. Pronunciation:
1) ang — an

2) shen — sheng
3) ging — gin

4) shao — shou
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5) lang — léng

1. Guess what combination the tutor is reading
1) ai—éi

2) 40— 6u

3) ou—éi

4) ér—¢&

5) 0 —ou

2. Have the tutor guess what combination you are reading

1) ban —bang
2) 40— 6u
3) ou—éi
4) éi—¢é

5) 0 —ou
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3F1E1 - Conversation 1

Andy: 1R I | B2z,
Ni hdo! Zao an.
Hello! Good Morning.
Amy: B 2%z, fREf4°?
Zao an, ni mai shénme?
Morning, what did you buy?
Andy: FE 11 FInE.
W0 mai baozi hé kafei.

I bought a bun and coffee.

Amy: /RIZFE R A T2
Ni chi zhurou baozi ma?

Do you eat pork buns?

Andy: FIZHE AT
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W0 chi zhurou baozi

I eat pork buns.

Amy: ).
Hao de.

Great.

Andy: XML FAREFIZ!
Zhe ge baozi hén haochi!

This bun is delicious!

3F1E2 - Conversation 2
Amy: RFEFSLINHEE 5F AL ?

Ni bang wo mdi kafei, hdo buhdo?

Help me buy a coffee, would you?
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Andy: &, {RMEfT4°
Hao, ni he shénme ?

Ok, what do you drink?

Amy: R AMIHE
W9 heé reé kafei.

I'll drink hot coffee.
Andy:IH).

H3ao de.

Ok.

Lesson 3 Complete! You’re doing wonderful.

Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!
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Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?

Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)
Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)
Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)

Did you know?

All our lessons are 1-on-1 with the primary focus on your personal progress in speaking fluent Chinese.
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Pinyin 4 -

“Simple phrases”

2\ Warm up

2 2] Review

THAH LR

Please read the following words
1. lai — 1éi

2.shdo — sou

3.ér —er

4.chang — chen

5.shén — shéng

PRat FHiE Classroom Phrases
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1. ARG ?
You wenti ma ?

Do you have questions?

2. i [ % A
Qing huid4 wenti.

Please answer my question.

3. HIRFH.

Qing gén wo shuo.
Please repeat after me.
4. fEAfE?

Dong bu dong?

Do you understand?

HriiE =N iR Introduction of New Phonics
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yayaydya
jia ji jid jia

xia xia xia xia

yeyéyéye
bié bié bi& bie

-----

xie xié xié xie

iao

yao yao yao yao

Page 45 of 78
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piao pico pido piao
miao milo mido miao

xiao xido xido xiao
ou iU KRB xioxi V take a break

you you you you
lia lia liu liu

giu qia qiu qiu
Xia — xiu xiu
- AEX B mingtian jian see you tomorrow
yan yen yan yen

jian jidn jian

gian gian qgian qian

mian mian midn mian

JZ= piaoliang Adj beautiful @
TutorMandarin
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lang

yang yang yang yang
xiang— xidng xiang
giang qiang giang qiang

jilang — jiang jing

Page 47 of 78

wwuw.tutormandarin.net

TutorMandarin


http://www.tutormandarin.net

yin yin yin yin
min min min min
Iin lin lin lin

jin jin jin jin

ing

ying ying ying ying
bing bang bing bing

ming ming ming ming

jing jing jing jing

PR 252
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1. Pronunciation:
3. ya—ye
4. lian — liang
5. xiu — xiao
6. yin —ying

7.  xiang — xing

2. Guess what combination the tutor is reading
1. liu —liao
2. jiao —jia
3. ya—yé
4. XIn — Xing

5. xiang — xian

3. Have the tutor guess what combination you are reading
1. liu —liao
2. jiao —jia

3. ya—yé
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4. Xin — xing
5. Xidng — xian
6.

3F1E1 - Conversation 1

Andy: {RIF, R4 REIZA42
Ni hdo, jintian xidng chi shénme ?

Andy: Hi, what would you like to eat today?

Amy: FEMH,
W0 yao yarou.

Amy: I want duck meat.
Andy: {REFZMG?

Ni yao gingcai ma?

Do you want vegetables?
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Amy: §f, FEFH.
Héo, w0 yao qgingcai.

Yes, I want vegetables.

Andy: % —T,
Qing déng yixia.

Please wait for a moment

Amy: ¥t
Xiexie.

Thanks.

3F1E2 - Conversation 2

Andy: {RERZEWRE?
Ni mingtian qu nali ?

Where are you going tomorrow?

Page 51 of 78

www.tutormandarin.net

TutorMandarin @


http://www.tutormandarin.net

Amy: IR E/NGiER

W6 mingtian qu Xidoliuqit.

I will go to Xiaolitiqia tomorrow.

INFRERAR RS o
Xidoliaqit hén piaoliang

Xiaoliaqiu is beautiful.

IF1E3 - Conversation 3
Amy: fREFREPRE?

Ni mingtian qu nali ?

Where are you going tomorrow?
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Andy: EHIRAER .
W6 mingtian zai jia.

I will be at home tomorrow.

Lesson 4 Complete! Superb.

Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!

Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?
Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)
Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)

Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)
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Did you know?

TutorMandarin uploads new flashcards weekly on Facebook. Follow us to stay up to date.
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Pinyin 5 -
“Simple conversations”

2\ Warm up

2 2] Review:
HaHL I

Please read these following words:

jia Xié
Xido zheshi
shi si
zhan ying
shang liu
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PRat & Classroom Phrases

L _H
Di ye
Page
2. AR
Xié zuoye
Do your homework

3. U,
Zaijian

Goodbye.

FraiEE IR Introduction of new phonetic

ua 1% hua N flower

wa wa wa wa
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hua hu4 hua hua
gua gua gua gua

zhua zhua zhua zhua

uo guo N country

w0 wO wO wo
shuo shu6 shuo shuo
Zuo zud zud zuod

guo guod guo guo

uai HME waipd N grandmother

wai wai wai wai

huai huai — huai

shuai shuai shuai shuai
kuai kuai kuai kuai

TutorMandarin @
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uei ui

wel wéi wéi wei
sui sul sui sui
hui hui hui hui

tul tui tui tui

uan

wan wan wan wan

kuan kuan kudn kuan

suan sun suan suan

Xuan xuan xuan xuan

uang

wang wang wang wang
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huang huang huang huang
shuang shuang shuing shuang

kuang kuang kuang kuang

uen un

wen wén wén wen
lun 14n lun lun
shun shin shun shun

hun hin hun hun

ueng ong

weng wéng wéng weng
nong noég nong nong
long long 16ng long

zhong zhéng zhong zhong
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PR 25>

1. Pronunciation:

2. wali—wel

3. wa—wo
4. huil — huai
5. wen —weng

6. shun — shuang

2. Guess what combination the tutor is reading
1. suo — shua
2. ldn — luan
3. hua—huo
4. zul — zhua

5. shuai — shuil

3. Have thte tutor guess what combination you are reading
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1. suo — shua
2. lan —luan
3. hua—huo
4. zul — zhua

5. shuai — shul
IF1E1 - Conversation 1

Amy: RENSZBIEN?
Ni shi bushi Taiwan rén?

Are you Taiwanese or not?

Andy: Tk, ARG EA.
Bushi, wo buashi Taiwan rén.

No, I'm not a Taiwanese.

Amy: {RIEWREA?
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Ni shi nagu6 rén ?

Which country are you from?

Andy: FEEEAN, FRIIEZEEN.
W0 shi Méigud6 rén, wo waip6 shi Taiwan rén.

I'm American, my grandmother is Taiwanese
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3F1E2 - Conversation 2

Amy: X2 R E AL
Zhe she na guo shouji?

What country is this cell phone from?

Andy:ixX 2 E FAL.
Zhe shi zhonggu6 shouji.

Andy: This is a Chinese cell phone.

Andy: H[EFHLABE.
Zhongguo shouji bu gui,

Chinese phones are not expensive.

Lesson 5 Complete! Fantastic.
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Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!

Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?
Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)

Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)
Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)
Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)

Did you know?

Both our PC and APP feature a revolutionary whiteboard that lets you video call, view lessons, draw with pencils and
highlighters, and more.
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Pinyin 6 -
“Final pronunciation summary”

2\ Warm up
#75 Review

1) GHiE PUsH P55 Please read these four

wan/wang/wen/weng

PRat FHiE Classroom Phrases
1IF R — 5

Qing dasheng yidian

Please read louder
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yi shéng

first tone

3.5
er sheng

second tone

4.= 75
san sheng

third tone

5-MUp
si shéng

forth tone

PrEfiEE N iR Introduction of new phonetic

/8
T

1. yue 15 juédé V To think
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Yie yte yue yue
lae lae lue lue
jue jue jue jue

xue xue xue xue

2. yuan &2 yuan xing N circle
Yuan yuan yuan yuan
juan juan judn juan

quan quan quan quan

Xuan xuan xudn xuan
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3. yun

Yun yan yun yun
jun jan jun jun
qun qun qun qun

XUn xan xun yun

4. iong

yong yong yong yong
jiong jiong Jiong Jiong
qiong qiong qidng qiong

xiong xiong xiong xiong
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WA 25 >] Pronunciation Drill

1. Pronunciation:

1) yong — yuan

2) ong — yong
3) yun — yIn
4) yun — wan

5) wang — weng

2. Guess what combination the tutor is reading.
1) yin — yuan

2) qun — quan

3) xtin — xuan

4) lun — run

5) zhin — chiin

3. Let the tutor guesses what combination you are reading.
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1) juan — quan
2) 1ong — léng
3) néong — néng
4) zhong — zong
5) qiong — cong

6) xiong — song

3F1EF 1— Conversation 1

A (RER AT 42
Ni xihuan zuo shénme?

What do you like to do?

B: ARk . FAAFUAKREF DL

W0 xthuan youyong.Wo juédé youyong hén haowan.

I like to swim. I think swimming is fun.
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Tones marking rules:

To mark tones above pinyin, follow the sequence when alphabets appear in a word.

1. a->0->e->i->u->1

Ex: mao, 1éi, ai

2. If “iu” or “iii”appears in the same word, mark the tones at the last alphabet.

EX: Jiu, zui, zhui

#4:.>] Practice

Please lesson to the tutor’s pronunciation and mark the tones above the correct alphabets.

1. Wo xihuan chi baozi

2. Mama bu xihuan he jiu
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3. Wo juede hen hao chi
4. Gege shi Zhongguo ren

5. Ta xue zhongwen

Pinyin special rules

“i"

1.Syllables starting with “i" ,replace "i" with “y”.

yao (#; want to)

Exceptions:
1. For the single vowel

mnon

, and the nasals "in" and "ing", "y" is added before "i", resulting in "yi", "yin", and “ying";

nen
1

yingwén (323 ; English)
2. Syllables starting with “u" replace "u" with "w".

Examples:
wan (I;play/have fun)

wai (4}; outside)
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Exceptions:
1. For the single vowel "u", "w" is added before "u", resulting in "wu";
2. When there is an initial. Spell "wen" for “un”.

% spring chuen=> chin
3.When there is an initial.Spell "wei" for “ui”,

H#t expensive guei=>gui
4.Syllables starting with “ii".Replace "i" with "yu".

Examples:
yu ( (F; rain)
yan (Z&; cloud)

yudn (3i; far)

5. Characters vs. Words

In order for others to understand more easily, most people write the two pinyin syllables with no space in between if there are two
characters in a word, as is shown below.

And the first letter of a sentence, surnames , and the first letters of proper nouns should be capitalized.

F E KRB

Page 74 of 78 wwuw.tutormandarin.net TutorMandarin @


http://www.tutormandarin.net

W6 jiao Wang Daming.

My name is daming Wang.

fib i E A
Ta shi Zhongguo rén.

He is Chinese.

Lesson 6 Complete! Amazing.

Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!

Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?

Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)

Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)
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Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)

Did you know?

A Consultant will call you after your free trial to offer you a special discount on your first purchase.
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Thank you!

Youve completed TutorMandarin 6 Lesson Pinyin Course

We sincerely hope
course and have a
of pinyin and its
you're interested in
Beginner 1, please
minute free trial on
We wish you the
learning journey.

Sign up
minute
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you enjoyed the
much firmer grasp
applications. If
the next level,
sign up for the 50
PC or Mobile APP.
best on your Chinese

for 50
free trial
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Chinese questions?

Add us on social media

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/
Twitter

twitter.com/mytutormandarin

Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/

Pinterest

https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/
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