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Introduction to Pinyin

Pinyin is the Romanization of Chinese characters based on their pronunciation. In
Mandarin Chinese, the phrase “Pin Yin” literally translates into “spell sound.” That is to
say, spelling out Chinese phrases with letters from the English alphabet.

Here’s an example:
Characters: >
Pinyin: xué xt zhong wén

Historically, Pinyin started as a means of explaining Chinese to Western learners. It
wasn’t until the Qing Dynasty that Chinese people really started considering adopting a
form of spelling in their writing system.

The Chinese government did not officially recognize this language form until the 1950s,
when it became a project headed by Zhou Youguang and a team of linguists. It was then
introduced in elementary school in order to improve literacy rates as well as help
standardize the pronunciation of Chinese characters.

In the digital age, Pinyin has become exceedingly useful, as it is the most popular and
common way to type out Chinese characters on a typical keyboard. Touch-screen devices
allow you to draw out the character, which is often unreliable (depending on how bad your
handwriting is) and more time consuming.

Here at TutorMandarin (www.tutormandarin.net) all ‘newbies’ start with pinyin first to

give them a strong foundation in pronunciation, speaking, reading, writing... well, just
about everything!

The following 6 lessons are taken directly from our curriculum. This means 2 things:

1.) These are solid learning resources that can get you from “0-1” in terms of pinyin if
studied thoroughly and correctly! Wahoo!

2.) These lessons are designed to be taught by a live, professional TutorMandarin tutor.
Without a 1-on-1 tutor to assess your progress, correct your tones, and teach the language
in a personal way — results will never be as good.

Ok, that’s it! Enjoy! Time to go learn pinyin!

Page 3 of 13 wwuw.tutormandarin.net TutorMandarin @



http://www.tutormandarin.net
http://www.tutormandarin.net

Sign up for your 50 minute free trial!

Go to www.tutormandarin.net or download our app to register

Have Chinese questions?
Ask us any Chinese questions you have on social media!

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TutorMandarin/)

Twitter (twitter.com/mytutormandarin)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tutormandarin/)
Pinterest (https://www.pinterest.com/tutormandarin/)

Did you know?

TutorMandarin courses are designed around HSK standards. Passing a
TutorMandarin course teaches you the same vocabulary, phrases, and grammar
for the HSK.
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Pinyin 1 -
“The essential five tones”

5\ Warm Up

A fREE, M o IR AR

Ni hao, wd jiao . Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
B: F&ny 0

Wo jiao

Introduction of the 5 tones of Chinese

Chinese is a tonal language. There are five tones in Chinese.

1 First tone - high tone

Imagine the doctor wants you to open your mouth for inspection.

% ma mother
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2 Second tone - rising tone

Imagine you just heard some very surprising news and you say, “WHAT”?!

£ ma numbing

3 Third tone - falling and rising tone

Imagine you are hesitating to make decision and you say, “well...”

L ma horse

4 Fourth tone - falling tone

Imagine you harshly reject a rude request by saying “NO”!

(=12}

% ma to scold
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5 Fifth tone - neutral

Speak normal without any tones

g ma

question particle for yes or no questions

FrfiEE MR Introduction of new phonetic

1.b

Ba ba ba ba
bo b6 bo bo

bao bao bdo bao
2.p
pa pa pa pa

pao pao pao pao

po po6 po po
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3. m 9899 mama N. mother

ma ma ma ma
mao mao mao mao

mo md mo mo

4. f AE fagud N. France

fafafa fa

5.1 f ta N. he

tatatata
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6. N

nana nana

7.

laldlala

leléléle

lao lao 140 lao

8.9

£30 gao gao gao

ge gé gé ge
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9. k 18 shangke V. to have class

ka ka ka ka
ke ké ké ke

kao ko kdo kao

10. h 57K he shui VO. to drink water

hah4d ha ha
he hé hé he

hao héao hdo hao

PRag 25 3] Pronunciation Drill

1. Pronunciation:
1) ma — mo
2)ta—te

3) mo — mu
4)da—te

5) ldo — hao
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2. Guess what combination the tutor is reading
1) da —dé

2) ma — mo

3)na—Ia

4) po — bo

5) mu — nu

3. Let the tutor guess what combination you are reading
1) ma —na

2) ha — he

3) mao — bao
4) gao — kao
5) gé — ké
6)la—1le

%}if— Conversation 1

Ar fRYF. M ATELF. IR A 245
Ni hdo. W0 jiao Baodéhao. Ni jiao shénme mingzi?

Hello. My name is Bao déhdo. What’s your name?

B: fR4f. Fm K.
Ni hdo. W0 jiao Li daké

Hello. My name is Li dake.
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A BN, REREAN?
W6 shi Taiwan rén, ni shi na guérén?

I'm Taiwanese, which country are you from?

B: FEREN, REIARIR,
W shi Fagud rén, hén gaoxing renshi ni.

I'm French, nice to meet you.

24114 Tongue Twister

{[ERIEORS

Bb6bo de ma

Uncle’s horse.

BERRE
Baba de é

Father’s goose

et
Ma pa tupo

The horse is climbing a muddy slope.
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Lesson 1 Complete! Great job!

Want the other 5 lessons for free?

Sign up to have them sent to your email!
Link here: www.tutormandarin.net/en/free-trial/
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