
你喜不不喜欢喝喝咖啡?
Nǐ xǐ bù xǐhuan hē kāfēi

Do you like to drink coffee?
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茶茶
chá

咖啡
kāfēi

这是什什么？

Zhè shì shénme?

这是什什么？

Zhè shì shénme?
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要
yào

Aux./V.    To want to

你要中国茶吗？
Nǐ yào zhōngguó chá ma?

Do you want Chinese tea?

S + 要 yào + V
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喜欢
xǐhuan

V.      To like

我喜欢美国咖啡。
Wǒ xǐhuan měiguó kāfēi.

I like American coffee.
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你喜欢吃中国菜吗?
Nǐ xǐhuan chī zhōngguó cài ma?

Do you like to eat Chinese dishes?

吃
chī

V.      To eat

吃 吃中国菜 你喜欢吃中国菜。
chī chī zhōngguó cài Nǐ xǐhuan chī zhōngguócài.

to eat eat Chinese dish You like to eat Chinese dish.

菜
cài
cuisine
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你喜欢喝喝咖啡？ 
Nǐ xǐhuan hē kāfēi?

Do you like to drink coffee?

咖啡
kāfēi

N.     coffee
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我很喜欢喝喝茶。 
Wǒ hěn xǐhuan hē chá.

I like to drink tea.

茶
chá

N.      tea
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我喜欢喝喝中国茶。 
Wǒ xǐhuan hē zhōngguó chá.

I like to drink Chinese tea.

喝喝
hē

V.   To drink

中国茶
hē Zhōngguó chá

Chinese tea

喝喝中国茶
hē Zhōngguó chá

drink Chinese tea

喝喝 茶 喝喝 咖啡
hē chá hē kāfēi

to drink tea to drink coffee
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你喜欢哪国菜？ 
Nǐ xǐhuan nǎ guó cài?

You like the food from which country?

菜
cài

N.     cuisine
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A not A ✦ Asking questions with A-not-A

Is the most neutral way to ask a question in Chinese and 
closest to yes/no questions in English. 
The “A” in the structure refers to the first verbal element.

你  喜欢   喝喝   咖啡吗？

Nǐ xǐhuan hē kāfēi ma?

你 喜欢   不不  喜欢 喝喝 咖啡？

Nǐ xǐhaun bù xǐhuan  hē kāfēi?

(Literally: You like or not like to drink coffee?)

A
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Change the question form into A not A ? form

• 你要喝喝茶吗？
Nǐ yào hēchá ma?

• 你要喝喝咖啡吗?
Nǐ yào hē kāfēi ma?

• 你要吃中国菜吗？
Nǐ yào chī Zhōngguócài ma?

• 你喜欢吃中国菜吗？
Nǐ xǐhuan chī zhōngguó cài ma?

你 要 不不要 喝喝茶？
Nǐ yào búyào hē chá?
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When the verbal element in an A-not-A question is disyllabic(XY), the second 
syllable (Y) can be dropped in the first “A” of the pattern, so “XY-not-XY” is the 
same as “X-not-XY”.

• 你喜欢不不喜欢喝喝中国茶?
Nǐ xǐhuan bù xǐhuan hē zhōngguó chá?

Do you like Chinese tea?

• 你喜不不喜欢喝喝中国茶?
Nǐ xǐ bù xǐhuan hē zhōngguó chá?

Do you like Chinese tea?
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你___不不___ ______ ？
Nǐ ___ bù ___ ______?

Do you like to eat _____?
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✦ particle; question particle

The 呢ne question is a tag question with a short form following a statement.

呢
ne

我要喝喝咖啡，你呢？
Wǒ yào hē kāfēi， nǐ ne?

I want to drink coffee, how about you?
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S 1 V O, S2 呢ne?   Same predicate,different subjects

• 我是⽇日本⼈人，他呢？
Wǒ shì rìběn rén, tā ne?

I am Japanese. What about him?

• 我喜欢喝喝茶，你呢？
wǒ xǐhuan hē chá, nǐ ne?

I like to drink tea. How about you?
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S V O 1,O2 呢ne?   Same subject, different predicates

• 你不不吃美国菜，中国菜呢？
Nǐ bù chī měiguó cài, zhōngguó cài ne?

You do not eat American food. How about Chinese food?

• 他喜欢喝喝中国茶，⽇日本茶呢？
Tā xǐhuan hē Zhōngguó chá, Rìběn chá ne?

He like to drink Chinese tea. How about Japanese tea?
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Menu
中国菜 
zhōngguó cài 
Chinese food

美国菜 
měiguó cài 
American food

⽇日本茶 
rìběn chá  
Japanese tea

中国茶 
zhōngguó chá 
Chinese tea

• 我要吃中国菜，你呢？
Wǒ yào chī zhōngguó cài, nǐ ne?
I want to eat Chinese food. How about you?

• 我要吃…….
Wǒ yào chī.....
I want to eat….

• 你喜欢中国茶，⽇日本茶呢？
Nǐ xǐhuan zhōngguó chá, rìběn chá ne?
You like Chinese tea. How about Japanese tea?

• 我喜欢喝喝……
Wǒ xǐhuan hē...
I like to drink…..
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✦ adv.    also
The English adverb "too" or "also" is expressed 

in Chinese as 也 (yě). In Chinese, it always 
needs to come before the verb (or adjective).

也
yě

Subj. + 也 + Verb / [Verb Phrase]

我是美国⼈人，他也是美国⼈人。
Wǒ shì měiguó rén, tā yěshì měiguó rén.

I am American, he is also  American .
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✦ adv.    also
The English adverb "too" or "also" is expressed 

in Chinese as 也 (yě). In Chinese, it always 
needs to come before the verb (or adjective).

也
yě

Subj. + 也 + Verb / [Verb Phrase]

我是美国⼈人，他是美国⼈人也。
Wǒ shì měiguó rén, tā shì měiguó rén yě.

I am American, he is American,too .
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Negation with也 yě
✦ 也 (yě) before the 不不 (bù) or other negative part that comes before the verb.

我不不喜欢茶
Wǒ bù xǐhuan hēchá.

我不不喜欢咖啡
Wǒ bù xǐhuan kāfēi.

我也不不喜欢茶
Wǒ yě bù xǐhuan hēchá.

我也不不喜欢咖啡
Wǒ yě bù xǐhuan kāfēi.
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Answer the following questions about your own life.

① 我不不姓⻩黄, 你呢？ ④ 我不不喜欢喝喝咖啡, 你呢？
Wǒ bú xìng huáng, nǐ ne? Wǒ bù xǐhuan hē kāfēi,nǐ ne?

② 我不不是学⽣生, 你呢？ ⑤ 我不不喜欢中国菜, 你呢？
Wǒ búshì xuéshēng,nǐne? Wǒ bù xǐhuan zhōngguó cài,nǐ ne?

③ 我不不是⽇日本⼈人,你呢？
Wǒ bú shì rìběn rén, nǐ ne?
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你喜欢吃什什么？
Nǐ xǐhuan chī shénme?

You like to eat what?

我喜欢吃____
Wǒ xǐhuan chī….

I like to eat….
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____呢？
____ne?

How about ____?
……….
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美美 
Měiměi

你好，我是王美美，我是美国⼈人，你呢？
Nǐ hǎo, wǒ shì wáng měiměi, wǒ shì měiguó rén, nǐ ne?

Hello, I am Wang Měiměi, I am American, and you?

我是李李强，我是中国⼈人，很⾼高兴认识你。
Wǒ shì liqiáng, wǒ shì zhōngguó rén hěn gāoxìng rènshi nǐ.

I am Li Qiang, I am Chinese.Nice to meet you. 李李强 
Lǐ Qiáng

美美 
Měiměi

我也很⾼高兴认识你。
wǒ yě hěn gāoxìng rènshi nǐ.

Nice to meet you too.
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美美 
Měiměi

你要不不要喝喝茶？
Nǐ yào búyào hē chá?

Do you want to drink tea?

要，我喜欢喝喝茶，你呢?
Yào, wǒ xǐhuan hē chá, nǐ ne?

Yes. I like to drink tea. How about you? 李李强 
Lǐ Qiáng

美美 
Měiměi

我喜欢喝喝茶也喜欢喝喝咖啡。
Wǒ xǐhuan hē chá yě xǐhuan hē kāfēi.

I like to drink tea also like to drink coffee.
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李李强 
Lǐ Qiáng

美美 
Měiměi

你喜欢喝喝什什么茶？
Nǐ xǐhuan hē shénme chá?

What kind of tea you like to drink?

我喜欢喝喝中国茶。
Wǒ xǐhuan hē zhōngguó chá.

I like to drink Chinese tea.
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李李强 
Lǐ Qiáng

美美 
Měiměi

你喜欢喝喝中国茶，中国菜呢？
Nǐ xǐhuan hē zhōngguó chá, zhōngguó cài ne?

You like to drink Chinese tea. How about Chinese food?

我喜欢喝喝中国茶，也喜欢吃中国菜。
Wǒ xǐhuan hē zhōngguó chá, yě xǐhuan chī zhōngguó cài.

I like to drink Chinese tea also like to eat Chinese food.
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